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1. 8. Water Power 8ites: The city of Sun Jose is served by the privately
owned Eomnin Wecional de Fuerze y luz., This compsny has & sisem power
plant, Other sectioms of Costa Rica asre served by & government company,
the Instituto Costariguense de Electricidad, vhich bas scsttered plants,
mostly hydroelectric. The total cepacity of this government power compsny -
is sbout 10,000 kilowatte in six plsats, Costa Rice 1s currently
suffering frou a severs pover shortage., The private company is attempting
to meet the shortsge by the comstruction of s new 10,000 kv stesn plant at
San Antonio nesr Ssn Jose. The government power compsny is engaged in a
thtncmjectmtheﬁiomnhmuinmmmar
Alsjuels, The installation nov is being made for 30,000 kv with provisions
for doudbling that capscity in the future. IKlectricite de France is
serving ss consultant to the Costa Rican Govermasnt on this project. Stream
gauging and detailed wapping is Just being started on the Rio Reventazon
near Turrialbs, Hydroelectiric potential there may reach 200,000 kv,

sccording to /s US edvisor/. : vy
(-9 %mm‘m There is no coal or oil. A US company is now
ng $ou rn corper of the country. .
2. § The major need in Costs Rica is for sdequate highways. As of 1952,

Te vere only 1,500 kms of alle-weather highways, snd most of these are
confined to the heavily populated sres on the Meseta Centrsl. The Pan-
mﬂmmwyunmmmmmmmmatsmmm;mzm
ks scuth., The Pen-American Highway runs for sbout 135 kms south of San
Jose, but the unpaved portion is frequently blocked by elides. The remaining
145 kme of the highway from its present terminus at Ssn Isidro del General
to the Pansms border has not been started, The Pan-imerican Highway haa
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been cut through to the Nicareguen border on the north but is very
rough and is impsssable in the rsuiny season., There is no rosd of any
sort on the Ceribbean coast, nor is there any road connecting the
eastern portion of the country with the populated areas in the westi.
Because of the absence of rosds, much interoel freight ie carried by
alr. .

1. : In general, the railrosd system is relatively good. 4An
siectric railroed, Perrocarril Electricito al Pacifico, runs from
Puntarenss to San Joss, The northern reilrosd runs from Sen Jose to
the Caridbbean slope serving the port of Puartc Liwen. There are alsc
bansne railrosds munning from Utasi into Paneme on the Caribbean coast
sad on the Pacific comst from Qolfito to Puerto Cortes and fros Quepos
to Perrits. The equipment on the Govermment owned railvoad is fairly
geod, but that on the morthern rsilwey is antiquated stean equipment.
There are plens to replace these stesn engines by new diesel locomotives.
The total length of the Ferrocarril Electricito sl Pacifico is 143 kms,
and of the porthern railway, 523 kms.

&, , g2: Passengers and freight sre carried by Linsas Aeress
guenses, ch flies DC-3's, and by Aerovias del Valle, (abdrevi-
sted A. VQ') which flies Censnas, ’ .

S. R ¢ There are no mavigable rivers wholly within Coste Rica., The
' ' Joen, on the northeastern border, s actually within Nicaragua.
A portion of the Rio Sixsola, on the northern portion of the Panamanian
border, is navigsble, ,

6. Mape: NKapping is done by the Instituto Geografico Nacionsl, working in
cooperstion with the Inter-American Geodetic Service. Topogrephic mapping
Bas been started and is nov being carried on in conjunction with the serisl
photogrephy bDeing done by the Inter-/merican Geodetic Service, BHime topo-
graphic sheets have been completed /Oct 54/, All topographic mapping is
being done on & scale of 1:25,000 with & ter contour interval.

T. c Setting: Although Costs Rica is unique among Central American
ec in having a government geologlst, there is little known sbout
the geology of the country. The government geclogist, Dr. Cesar Dondoli,
teaches at the Escuels de Agricultura and serves as geologic advisor to
the Ministerio de Agriculturs, In geseral, the cordillers extending from
the Nicsragusn to the Pansmenian border is composed of Tertiary exirusives
aud pyroclestics with isolsted intrusive masses. West of the cordillerm
there is o parrow strip of Tertiary sediments slong the Pacific ccast and
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including sleo most of the peninsula of Nicays. On the Caribbean
slope from the south end of Lake Nicaregue a band of Quaternary
lacuatrine and terrestrisl sediments extonds scutheastward covering
most of the Caridbean slope south of Lake Nicarsgus and south of
the Rio San Jusn to Pusrto Limon. In part, these sediments are
terrsce deposits, sad in part are deposits formed during e once
gréater extend of Lake Nicarsgua. There are folded Tertiery sedi-
‘mente on the Caribbesn slope south of Puerto Limon and sast of the
cordillera. The Mesets Central is composed prircipelly of Tertiary
sud Guaternary volcanice snd pyrocleastica, '

8. Mm The Ministerio de Agriculture hes s Direccion de Suslos
soil survey) under the direction of Dr. J. Alberts « This soil
survey bas recently started work and has confined most of ite '
activity to the rich coffee lande on the Mesets Central. 4 bulletin on
the soils of a portion of the Mesets Central will be published
shortly. /Zside from the Hesets Central, only isolated studies have
besn msde on solils in other portions of the country. An article ée
1983 pudlished by Dr. Dondoli mentions the iateritic soils of the
Velley of Rio el Goneral around San Ieidro., Dr. Torres told me that
the solls around Ban Isidro del Genersl and around Paraiso in the
Meseta Contrul consiituted the best lateritic soils mown in the
soumtry. I later sampled these snd found them to be desply weathered,
truly lateritic soils of & type often rich in alumimm. I ook
ssveral saxples for detsiled analyasis in the US. :
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